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When  the  poet  sang  of  the  "moth's  desire  for  a  star"... he  wasn't  talking  about 
clothes  moths.    These  troublesome  insects  prefer  darkness  such  as  they  find  in  the 
folds  of  your  good  wool  suit  hanging  in  the  clothes  closet.    A  blanket  stored  in  a 
chest.    The  upholstery  of  your  living  room  chair  where  they  may  hide  cozily  under 
the  slip  cover.    It's  in  dark  spots  like  these  that  the  parent  moth  lays  her  eggs 

and  flies  away.    Then  as  the  eggs  - -sometimes  as  many  as  300  of  them  hatch.. the 

young  in  the  larva  stage  are  happily  located  to  feed  themselves  on  your  good  woolens 
If  you  don't  disturb  them  they  may  feast  for  several  weeks. 

Of  course,  you  don't  need  to  worry  about  wool  clothes  you  are  wearing  every 
few  days.    You  can  say  like  the  woman  Pope  quoted: 

"The  wasting  moth  ne'er  spoiled  my  best  array 
The  cause  was  this... I  wore  it  every  day." 

But  woolens  not  in  use  do  need  to  be  protected.    In  the  case  of  your  upholster 
ed  furniture .. .this  may  mean  removing  the  slip  covers  every  now  and  then  and  going 
over  the  furniture  with  a  good  brush  or  the  vacuum  cleaner. 

In  the  case  of  your  woolen  clothing  and  blankets  you  won't  be  needing  these 
next  few  months... it  means  storage. 

There  are  fortunate  people  who  can  spare  a  clothes  closet  to  store  winter  wool- 
ens.   They  put  the  cleaned  woolens  in  the  closet.    Play  safe  by  using  a  preparation 

to  kill  the  moths.    And  then  seal  the  closet  up  tight.    Just  one  point  to  check  

if  you  can  spare  a  closet  for  this  purpose --and  that's  the  door  tread.  Moth  repell- 
ing preparations --napthalene  for  example --give  off  a  gas  that's  heavier  than  air. 
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It  sinks  to  the  floor  and  can  escape  if  the  door  tread  does  no,  offer  good  protec- 
tion.   You  may  want  to  seal  this  up  with  paper. 

Perhaps  you  pack  your  clothes  in  garment  bags  to  store  them  through  the  suimner. 
Make  sure  the  clothes  are  clean  when  you  put  them  in  the  bag... and  then  be  sure  the 
bag  is  tightly  sealed.    Garment  bags  won't  kill  moths.    Nor  will  the  smell  of  cedar 
or  pineoil  discourage  the  insects.    But  if  the  clothes  are  clean  and  the  bag  is 
tightly  sealed... the  paper  will  keep  moths  out  indefinitely. 

Just  a  word  if  you're  packing  your  wollens  away  in  boxes  or  trunks.    Do  be 
generous  with  the  moth  flakes  or  crystals.    Under  ideal  conditions .. .four  ounces 
will  give  protection.    But  it's  best  to  go  on  the  theory  that  conditions  are  some- 
thing less  than  ideal.    Use    more.    These  chemicals  are  cheap.    It  pays  to  overdose 
and  be  safe. 
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